
The CoC’s view 
 

Part  2 Qualifying and Flags 
 

Come Saturday morning you are ready for your qualifying session. By this time your 
vehicle should be tweaked. Give yourself enough room on the circuit, to be able to do at 
least one flying lap. Do not complain that your transponder isn’t working, you had all of 
Friday to sort it out.  
If you weren’t practicing on Friday, get to the circuit early to get a transponder. If you do go 
out on qualifying without a transponder, you will be black flagged. If, by some stroke of 
misfortune, your transponder still isn’t working, a lap time may still be recorded. Do not 
expect of the CoC to slot you into a favorable grid position if you have not recorded any 
lap times. 
Right, so you came late, or your car was still being repaired when your class qualified. See 
the CoC for permission to slot you into the back of the grid, in your class. Do not take it for 
granted that you should be on the grid. It takes 10 to 15 minutes to change a grid, so give 
us enough time before your race, to be able to accommodate you on the grid sheet. 
Now your old trusty has seen better days, and won’t go at all. But your buddy is 
magnanimous. He will lend you a car to race with. Make doubly sure from your association 
that they will allow this, and that the vehicle conforms, and then go straight to the Race 
Secretary, and get a Change of Vehicle form. Complete this and hand it in to the CoC at 
least 30 minutes before your race.  
If you don’t go through this rigmarole, you will be excluded. 
At all times during a race meeting, you should be in full safety gear, top to bottom. 
 
Now before we start racing, let’s get to the flags. 
 

• White – there is a slow moving vehicle or emergency vehicle on circuit. 

• Green – the sector you are entering is clear. 

• Red and yellow striped – there is suspected debris, oil, water or gravel on the 
circuit. 

• Blue – this flag is shown when frontrunners are catching up with back markers. Also 
shown for deliberate blocking or where a frontrunner has spun off, and is trying to 
regain back position. Not to be shown when there is obvious racing between two or 
more competitors vying for position. 

• Yellow – be alert. An incident had occurred somewhere ahead. Do not overtake. 
Circuit is clear when you have passed a preceding green flag. There may be two 
different incidents on neighboring corners, so –repeat – do not overtake until you 
see a green flag. 

• Red – the race/practice has been stopped. Proceed to pits at a reduced speed. If 
you have passed pit entrance, stop on the grid. Do not proceed beyond the red start 
light. Await instruction from officials. If you are told to proceed to the pits from the 
start line, do not speed, marshals may be working on circuit. 

• Black and White diagonal – warning - you are driving/riding in an unsportsmanlike 
fashion. Desist immediately. After ignoring a second warning you will black flagged. 

• Black with Orange dot – suspected mechanical problem, or your vehicle is leaking 
fluid. Come into the pits at the end of your lap. 

• Black – you have been naughty. Come into the pits at the end of your lap, and 
immediately report to the CoC. 

 
 
 



 
Some hints. 
If you need to see the CoC on any matter, be civil. It is no use complaining whilst 
displaying aggressive behavior. It only gets the CoC’s back up. Make sure of facts before 
protesting. You may be liable to a penalty if your complaint is not relevant. 
 
If you know you are in the wrong, eg overtaking under yellow, be prepared to admit same. 
 
Before you make any decision about changing vehicles, changing drivers, changing 
classes, make sure that the CoC is notified in writing. Keep your side clean. 
 
If you have a suspicion that your vehicle is leaking oil, pull off at the nearest marshal post, 
and ask them to check for you. Be considerate to the marshals, they are a dying breed, 
and it takes them a while to clean up your oil, notwithstanding the fact that they are 
breathing in all that cement dust.  
 
It would be a good idea, if you as the competitor, spend some time with the marshals on 
the corners. Just rock up, announce yourself, and tell them that you want to experience 
first hand what they do. It will be an eye opener for you. 
 
Next time we go racing. 
 
Regards 
 
Schultz. 
 


