
The CoC’s view 
 

Part 1 Unofficial Practice 
 

Intro 
In discussion with Dave Hastie some time ago, it was decided that a pen a series of 
articles, aimed at informing you the competitor, as to the rules governing our favourite 
pastime, motor racing. So here goes. From the beginning. 
 
You have a competition license, so you think about entering a race on such a day, at such 
a circuit. You know the date, but  don’t know whether you’ll be free that weekend. What to 
do? 
 
In entering a competition, you are signing a contract between you and promoter. If you 
enter in designated time frame, you should be assured to be able to race on that day. 
 
However, if you procrastinate, and decide there is plenty of time to enter on the morning of 
the race, be assured that you might be disappointed. All circuits have the problem of 
having enough transponders from the timekeepers on hand. They have to pay for 
available transponders. You have no guarantee that a transponder will be available to you 
if you enter late. If however your entry is accepted, you WILL have to pay a late entry 
penalty fee. AND your name will not appear on the program.  
 
Now you have arrived the Friday morning for practice.  
 
Did you make sure that your car is in good order? Few circuits will allow a vehicle onto the 
circuit without the scrutineers checking it first. The officials on the day may allow you to 
practice, but only if the CoC had given permission to for them to do so. You need to be in 
full driving/riding safety kit. This might be tiresome to old hands, but so many of them ask 
me if they can’t just do a few laps in flannels. 
 
Do not expect the same procedure to be enforced at every race meeting. Some Fridays 
we at Zwartkops have few starters. That means that until more competitors arrive, it is 
virtually free practice. This could change by the next race. 
 
Now you have been through scrutineering, but the old car is sluggish. Let’s open the 
motor. The thing to do would be to rescrutineer your jalopy so that everyone can have 
some peace of mind that you’re not leaking all over the joint. 
 
Most important! You will save yourself and your fellow competitors, and especially the 
marshals, valuable time, when you pull off the circuit, if you even think that your vehicle is 
leaking oil. 
 
Next time we will start with the timed practices and racing in general 
 
Schultz. 
  
 


