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Chairpersons Report 2007

The sole purpose of our task as a Committee is to protect and grow the interests of you, our members of the Zwartkops Owners Club. I hope to show, in brief, how we have achieved this during 2007 while at the same time having a load of fun!

Membership grew steadily during the year and with 88 new members we are edging toward the 500 cut off mark. There are numerous differing reasons why people join ZOC and one of these is our uniqueness and exclusivity in being a club that offers such a diversity of activities to our members.

Membership fees are a large portion of our income and it won’t be long before members are rewarded for their loyalty during our growing years.

We have selected a ZOC Personality of the Month for each month during the year. This award to given to the person who the Committee best represents the values of ZOC life. A profile, with photo, of the recipient is posted on the web site. Well done to those recipients, for leading by example and giving others something to aspire to becoming.

The ZOC Clubhouse is our home on the Zwartkops premises. Drivers love to show us just how good they feel on their slowing down lap by executing some spectacular manoeuvres or a friendly wave to their family and friends.

We held F1 Grand Prix viewing days during the season and they were greeted with mixed feelings. After a good turnout at 04:30 on a Sunday morning for the Australian GP, attendance waned and a Poll on our web site confirmed that interest was not there to justify us continuing.

We have started and ended some of our fun events outside the Clubhouse and this has proven popular, as family and friends can watch the action in comfort and competitors are close at hand to spend time with them.

The Catering arrangement we had with Silvercup was ended amicably in October.  

The new Security firm at Zwartkops Complex has added a degree of safety. 

In future, other Clubs’ meetings and functions will use the ZORA Tower.

Zwartkops Bikers Club was kick started this year. Andy Rindel was elected Chairman to look after this important arm. The resurfacing of the circuit created a degree of unhappiness with the bikers and ZBC never got off the ground. Andy resigned in October.

Communication is an underestimated, yet very important part of club life. Our web site continued to attract more visitors from all over the world and more than 32000 hits have been made to date. August.

We have in excess of 2000 photographs on the web not only of our Club events but all the circuit racing as well. It has become the norm to have results and photos of all competitors posted by 07:00 on a Sunday morning following our events.

We have plans for a more interactive functionality very soon where members will be able to update their personal details and receive notices via SMS.

I am not too sure how many other Clubs in Africa show this sort of commitment to their members.

Events are an important and successful part of life at ZOC as part of our efforts to foster grass roots motor sport. It is fair to say that we have fabricated unique events round the Zwartkops complex. We ran a Driver Training day on the Main Circuit, two Hillclimbs by using portion of the original Zwartkops racetrack and access roads, a unique Wiggle Woggle, dubbed as “The Longest Slalom in the World”, our popular Superpole on the Kart circuit and the daddy of them all, the ZOC 3 Stage. Entries at these events ranged from 40 odd to 80 odd and attracted new grass roots competitors fom as far afield as Nelspruit and Ermelo.

We have seen a variety of cars and competitors on these events, from young ladies in their shopping cars to very powerful and fast of the best German engineers have to offer as well as some very quick and well driven Quatro drive Japanese cars. We have run in excess of 25 such events to date without any incident, protest or injury, save for a pole or gate that has been mistakenly greeted in anger!!.

We ran a ZOC Victor Ludorum, which was scored on finishing positions in these events, and the support was excellent with the eventual winner being decided on the last event. Well done Gavin!

Closure and thanks. None of the ZOC activities could have taken place were it not for a lot of dedication and hard work by the Committee as well as several enthusiastic supporters. My sincere thanks for your involvement, input and hard work!

It has been a pleasure taking care of what is a unique and special Motor sport club in South Africa. May we cherish and grow it!

Dave Hastie

Chairperson
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